The Art of Conversation
Founding Members Cohort
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

Thank you for your interest in the Founding Members Scholarship Program. Please
complete this application thoughtfully and thoroughly. All fields are required unless
marked optional.

Section 1: Personal Information

Full Name:

Email Address:

Phone Number:

City and State/Country:
Current Professional Role/Title:

Organization (if applicable):

Section 2: Scholarship Category Selection

Please select ONE category that best describes your situation. You may only apply to one
category.

) Community Builder (Mission-Aligned Leaders): Nonprofit executives, educators,
community organizers, faith leaders, social workers, and advocates

Rising Voice (Emerging Communicators): Early-career podcasters, journalists, content
creators, and independent media professionals

Bridge Builder (Diverse Perspectives): Individuals from historically underrepresented
backgrounds who bring vital perspectives to conversations

Determined Scholar (Demonstrated Need): Individuals with clear financial need and
genuine commitment to this learning opportunity
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Section 3: Essay Questions

Please respond to each question in 150 to 300 words. Your responses will be a primary
factor in the selection process.

Question 1: Your Conversational Challenge

Describe a specific situation in your work or life where your ability to have a
meaningful conversation truly mattered. What happened, and what do you wish you
had done differently?

Question 2: Category Alignment

Explain why you selected your scholarship category and how it reflects your current
circumstances. What makes this the right category for your application?
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Question 3: Future Impact

How will mastering the art of conversation change what is possible for you? Be
specific about the conversations you will have, the relationships you will build, or the
impact you will create.

Section 4: Financial Consideration

This section is required only for applicants to the Determined Scholar category. All
others may skip to Section 5.

Please briefly describe your financial circumstances and why the full course fee presents
a significant barrier for you at this time. We respect your privacy; you may share only
what you are comfortable disclosing. (100 to 200 words)
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Section 5: Commitment Agreement

By submitting this application, I understand and agree to the following commitments if
I am selected as a scholarship recipient:

I will attend all four live sessions of the Founding Members Cohort (February 16
through March 13, 2026)

I will complete all course materials and assignments to the best of my ability
I will provide a written or video testimonial upon completing the course

I will submit a $75 refundable commitment deposit upon acceptance (returned upon
course completion)

If awarded a partial scholarship, I will pay the remaining balance of $497 upon
acceptance

I understand that failure to meet these commitments may result in forfeiture of my
scholarship

Signature (type full name):

Date:

Section 6: Additional Information (Optional)

How did you learn about the scholarship program?

Is there anything else you would like us to know about you or your application?

Follow the 4-Step Instructions on the next page
to submit your application
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Follow these steps to submit your
AOC Scholarship application.

STEP 1
Click this "Save to Final PDF" button.

Save to Final PDF

STEP 2
When prompted, name your Final PDF file in this format:

AOC Scholarship Application - YourFirstandLastName.pdf

STEP 3
Click this "Submit Final PDF via Email" button.

Submit Final PDF via Email

STEP 4
Attach your AOC Scholarship Application final PDF file to the email message before pressing
Send.

Submission Deadlines

Please submit your completed application to Info@TavisTalks.com by

February 10, 2026.

All applicants will be notified of decisions by
February 12, 2026.

Thank you for your interest in becoming a better conversationalist.
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Mona Golden-Brown

Mona Golden-Brown

Mona Golden-Brown

Mona Golden-Brown
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