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The Art of Conversation 

Founding Members Cohort 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM  

Program Mission 

Throughout my career, I have witnessed how the power of meaningful conversation can 
transform lives, shift perspectives, and build bridges across divides. This scholarship 
program exists to ensure that financial circumstances do not prevent passionate, 
committed individuals from accessing the tools they need to become exceptional 
conversationalists. 

The Founding Members Scholarship Program reflects my deep belief that generous 
listening and authentic dialogue are skills our world desperately needs. By investing in 
emerging voices and mission-driven leaders, we are investing in a more connected, more 
understanding future. 

— Tavis Smiley 

Program Overview 

The Founding Members Scholarship Program will award scholarships across four 
distinct categories. Each category will include a mix of full scholarships valued at $1,995 
(you pay nothing after a $75 refundable deposit) and partial scholarships valued at 
$1,498 (you pay $497). 

Scholarship Categories 

1. The Community Builder Scholarship 

Mission-Aligned Leaders 

For nonprofit executives, educators, community organizers, social workers, faith 
leaders, and advocates whose work centers on serving others. These individuals engage 
in high-stakes conversations daily, whether fundraising, building coalitions, counseling 
families, or mobilizing communities. This scholarship recognizes that those who give the 
most often have the least resources for their own professional development. 

2. The Rising Voice Scholarship 

Emerging Communicators 

For early-career podcasters, journalists, content creators, and media professionals who 
are building their platforms without the backing of major institutions. These emerging 
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voices represent the future of thoughtful discourse. This scholarship invests in talent at 
a critical inflection point, before resources and recognition have caught up with their 
potential. 

3. The Bridge Builder Scholarship 

Diverse Perspectives 

For individuals from backgrounds historically underrepresented in media and 
leadership spaces who bring vital perspectives to our collective conversation. This 
includes, but is not limited to, individuals from marginalized communities, first-
generation professionals, immigrants, and those whose life experiences offer insights 
that enrich our understanding of one another. Great conversations require a diversity of 
voices at the table. 

4. The Determined Scholar Scholarship 

Demonstrated Need 

For individuals who demonstrate clear financial need alongside genuine commitment to 
mastering the art of conversation. This category recognizes that economic circumstances 
should never be a barrier to accessing transformational learning. Applicants in this 
category may come from any professional background but must articulate both their 
financial situation and their vision for how this training will impact their life and work. 
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Selection Criteria 

All scholarship applications will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 

1. Alignment with Category: How clearly does the applicant fit the scholarship 
category they have selected? 

2. Demonstrated Commitment: What evidence exists of the applicant's dedication 
to growth and learning? 

3. Potential for Impact: How will this training amplify the applicant's ability to serve 
others or contribute meaningfully to their field? 

4. Quality of Response: Does the application reflect thoughtfulness, self-awareness, 
and genuine engagement? 

5. Readiness to Participate: Is the applicant prepared to fully engage with all 
program requirements? 

Recipient Commitments 

Scholarship recipients are expected to honor the following commitments in exchange for 
their award: 

• Full Participation: Attend all four live sessions of the Founding Members Cohort 
(February 16 through March 13, 2026). Absences without prior approval may 
result in forfeiture of the scholarship. 

• Completion of Coursework: Engage fully with all course materials, exercises, and 
assignments. 

• Testimonial Agreement: Provide a written testimonial or participate in a brief 
video testimonial upon course completion, sharing how the experience impacted 
your conversational practice. 

• Full Scholarship Commitment Deposit: A refundable deposit of $75 is required 
upon acceptance to confirm enrollment. This deposit will be returned in full upon 
successful completion of all program requirements. 

• Partial scholarship recipients are responsible for the remaining balance of $497 
due upon acceptance. 
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Program Timeline 

Date Milestone Details 

February 2, 2026 Application Opens Scholarship program announced; 
applications begin 

February 10, 2026 Application Closes Final deadline for all scholarship 
applications 

February 12, 2026 Recipients Notified All applicants notified of decisions 
via email 

February 14, 2026 Acceptance Deadline Commitment deposits due from 
scholarship recipients 

February 16, 2026 Course Begins Founding Members Cohort officially 
launches 

Additional Notes 

• Applicants may apply to only one scholarship category. Please select the category 
that best reflects your circumstances. 

• All decisions are final. Applicants who are not selected are encouraged to take 
advantage of any available enrollment discounts. 

• Questions may be directed to Info@TavisTalks.com 

"The quality of our conversations determines the quality of our lives." 

— Tavis Smiley 


